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1. All quotations from German translated by Borrud unless otherwise noted.

2. Quoted in Emst Hans Gombrich, 4by Warburg. Eine intellektuelle Biographie, trans.
Matthias Fienbork (Hamburg: Philo Fine Arts, 2006), 344.

3. Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 166: “Religious
behaviour can be called a human universal. . . . Universal features of a species demand a
Darwinian explanation.”

4. One can see in Dawkins’s famous work, The Selfish Gene (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1989), a tendency to play down the seriousness of interpersonal violence. Noteworthy
in this regard is the chapter titled “Nice Guys Finish Last” (323-70), in which Dawkins
mentions the human proclivity for envy (351) yet argues for a “zero-sum gain” instead of
pursuing the consequences of envy further. Girard in Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues
on the Origin of Culture, with Jodo Cezar de Castro Rocha and Pierpaolo Antonello,
(London: Continuum, 2007) at 77 and 100, criticizes Dawkins sharply for ignoring the
negative effects of mimesis.

5. Burkert, Homo Necans: The Anthropology of Ancient Greek Sacrificial Ritual and Myth,
translated by Peter Bing (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983).

6. Burkert, Creation of the Sacred: Tracks of Biology in Early Religions (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2000).

7. Burkert, “Geschichte der alten Religionen: Wozu braucht der Mensch Religion? Die
Mensch-Gott-Beziehung in den alten Religionen,” in: S. M. Daecke, J. Schnakenberg (Hg.),
Gottesglaube—ein Selektionsvorteil? Religion in der Evolution - Natur - und
Geisteswissenschaftler im Gesprach. (Giitersloh, Germany: Kaiser 2000), 103—124.

8. Burkert, “Geschichte der Alten Religionen, 105.

9. Walter Burkert, Anthropologie des religiosen Opfers. Die Sakralisierung der Gewalt
(Munich: Carl Friedrich von Siemens Stittung, 1983), 28; see also Walter Burkert, Homo
Necans, 23.

10. Girard, Violence and the Sacred, trans. Patrick Gregory (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1977), 2.

11. René Girard et al., Evolution and Conversign: Dialogues on the Origin of Culture
(London: Continuum, 2007); Michel Serres,\Atlas, trans. Michael Bischoff (Berlin: Merve-
Verl., 2005), 205: “With regard to the analysis of group behavior, Girard is for Darwin what
Georges Dumézil is for Linné: he suggests a/dynamics, displays an evolution, and delivers a
universal explanation.”

12. René Girard, Wissenschaft und Christlicher Glaube, trans. Shivaun Heath (Tubingen:
Mohr Siebeck, 2007), 11-13; see also René, Girard, Violence and the Sacred, 309—10; René
Girard, Things Hidden since the Foundation of the World: Research Undertaken in
Collaboration with J.-M. Oughourlian and G. Lefort, trans. Stephen Bann and Michael
Metteer (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1987), 438.

13. Girard, Wissenschaft und Christlicher Glaube, 37.

14. René Girard and Wolfgang Palaver, “The Bloody Skin of the Victim.” In The New
Visibility of Religion: Studies in Religion and Cultural Hermeneutics, edited by Michael
Hoelzl and Graham Ward, 59—67 (London: Continuum, 2008), 60. See Girard et al.,
Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origin of Culture, 71-73; Arthur Maurice
Hocart, Kings and Councillors: An Essay in the Comparative Anatomy of Human Society
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970), 34—40.

15. Burkert, Homo Necans. Interpretationen altgriechischer Opferriten und Mythen (2 ed.
Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1997).
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16. Walter Burkert, “Glaube und Verhalten: Zeichengehalt und Wirkungsmacht von
Opferritualen,” in Le sacrifice dans [’antiquité. Huit exposés suivis de discussions;
VandoeuvresGenéve, ed. Jean Rudhardt and Olivier Reverdin (Geneva: Fondation Hardt,
1981), 127; see also Burkert, “Glaube und Verhalten: Zeichengehalt und Wirkungsmacht
von Opferritualen,”103—4, 110-11; Walter Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 7, 24, 30-31,
33, 163.

17. Burkert, Homo Necans, 2-3.

18. Girard, Things Hidden, 100; James G. Williams, The Bible, Violence, and the Sacred:
Liberation from the Myth of Sanctioned Violence (San Francisco: San Francisco Harper,
1991), 20-25.

19. Girard, [ See Satan Fall Like Lightning, trans. James G. Williams (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis
Books, 2001), 10-11.

20. Girard, Violence and the Sacred, 31.

21. Burkert, Anthropologie des religiésen Opfers: die Sakralisierung der Gewalt, 33; Rudolf
Otto, Das Heilige: Uber das Irrationale in der Idee des Gottlichen und sein Verhdltnis zum
Rationalen (Munich: C. H. Beck, 1997).

22. Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 18, 31, 86; Konrad Lorenz, Das sogenannte Bose. Zur
Naturgeschichte der Aggression (Munich: Dt. Taschenbuch-Verl., 2004), 241-45.

23. Wolfgang Palaver, René Girards mimetische Theorie (Miinster, Germany: LIT, 2008),
183-250.

24. Walter Burkert, Griechische Religion der archaischen und klassischen Epoche
(Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 1977), 139-42; Walter Burkert, Structure and History in Greek
Mythology and Ritual (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1979), 59-77; Burkert,
“Glaube und Verhalten: Zeichengehalt und Wirkungsmacht von Opferritualen,” 106;
Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 51-53, 108-113.

25. Burkert, “Glaube und Verhalten: Zeichengehalt und Wirkungsmacht von Opferritualen,”
110; Burkert, Anthropologie des religiosen Opfers. Die Sakralisierung der Gewalt, 34;
Walter Burkert, “The Problem of Ritual Killing,” in Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René
Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation, ed. Robert G.
Hamerton-Kelly (Stanford, CA: Stanford UnevetsityPress, 1987), 172, 178-79.

26. Burkert, Homo Necans (2nd. ed., 1997),/343; Burkert, 4nthropologie des religidsen
Opfers. Die Sakralisierung der Gewalt, 34.

27. Burkert, “Glaube und Verhalten: Zeichengehalt und Wirkungsmacht von Opferritualen,”
91-92; Marcel Detienne and Jean Pierre, Vernant,/The Cuisine of Sacrifice among the
Greeks, trans. Paula Wissing (Chicago: University"of Chicago Press, 1989), 20.

28. Burkert, Anthropologie des religidsen Opfers. Die Sakralisierung der Gewalt, 36, and
see also 37; Burkert, “The Problem ot Ritual Killing,” 174-75.

29. Girard, quoted in “Discussion,” Violent-Origins! Walter Burkert, René Girard, and
Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural-Formation, ed. Robert G. Hamerton-Kelly,
216-17.

30. Burkert, “The Problem of Ritual Killing,” 178-79; Girard, Things Hidden, 72-3; Girard
et al., Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origin of Cultire, 7879, 142.

31. Lee Alan Dungatkin, 7he Imitation Factor: Evolution beyond the Gene (New York: Free
Press, 2000); Giacomo Rizzolatti et al., “Mirrors in the Mind,” Scientific American 295, no.
5 (2006): 54-61; Frans B. M. de Waal, Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains
Why We Are Who We Are (New York: Riverhead Books, 2005, repr., 2006), 92-94.

32. Templeton Research Project: Imitation, Mimetic Theory, and Religious and Cultural
Evolution, Attp://www.mimetictheory.org/index.html (accessed December 4, 2009). See also
Scott R. Garrels, “Imitation, Mirror Neurons, and Mimetic Desire: Convergence between the
Mimetic Theory of René Girard and Empirical Research on Imitation,” Contagion: Journal
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of Violence, Mimesis, and Culture 12—13 (2006): 47-86; Girard et al., Evolution and
Conversion: Dialogues on the Origin of Culture, 60—61.

33. Burkert, Homo Necans, xiv, 1; (2nd. ed. 1997), 336-37; Burkert, Anthropologie des
religidgsen Opfers. Die Sakralisierung der Gewalt, 32; Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 8-9;
Robert A. Segal, “The Frazerian Roots of Contemporary Theories of Religion and
Violence,” Religion 37, no. 2 (2007): 19.

34. Intra-species

35. René Girard, “Violence and Religion: Cause or Effect?” Hedgehog Review 6, no. 1
(2004): 9; René Girard and Gianni Vattimo, Christentum und Relativismus, trans. Christine
Boesten-Stengel (Freiburg, Breisgau: Br. Basel Wien Herder, 2008), 57; Konrad Lorenz,
Das sogenannte Bose. Zur Naturgeschichte der Aggression Munich: Dt. Taschenbuch-Verl.,
2004), 48, refers in his concluding remarks to the work of the American sociologist Vance
Packard, who also favors competition over aggression: “When reading [Packard] one is
tempted to believe that intra-species competition is in the immediate sense the ‘root of all
evil’—much more so than aggression could ever be.”

36. In his earlier writings, Girard maintained—under the influence of Lorenz—a distinct
difference between animal and human group violence: Girard, Violence and the Sacred, 145,
221; Girard, Things Hidden, 88-95.

37. Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 129—134; Walter Burkert, “Wozu braucht der Mensch
Religion? Die Mensch-Gott-Bezichung in den alten Religionen,” in Gottesglaube—ein
Selektionsvorteil? Religion in der Evolution—Natur- und Geisteswissenschaftler im
Gesprdch, ed. Sigurd Martin Daecke and J Schnakenberg (Giitersloh: Chr. Kaiser, 2000),
119-23.

38. Girard, “Gewalt und Gegenseitigkeit,” Sinn und Form 54/4, 2002, 437-454.

39. Burkert, Structure and History in Greek Mvthology and Ritual, 71; Burkert, “Glaube und
Verhalten: Zeichengehalt und Wirkungsmacht von Opterritualen”; Burkert, Anthropologie
des religiosen Opfers. Die Sakralisierung der Gewalt, 38; Burkert, Creation of the Sacred,
34-55.

40. Girard, Violence and the Sacred, 31; René Girard, The Scapegoat, trans. Yvonne
Freccero (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins"Univessity Press, 1986), 12—14, 43; René Girard, A
Theater of Envy: William Shakespeare (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991), 161; René
Girard, Voix méconnue du réel (Paris: Grasset, 2002), trans. Petra Willim as Die verkannte
Stimme des Realen. Eine Theorie \archdischer und moderner Mythen (Munich: Hanser,
2005), 153-215; Palaver, René Girards mimetisclie Theorie, 2003, 184.

41. Burkert, “Wozu braucht der Mensch Religion?”, 103-04.

42. Burkert, Homo Necans, 1-2; see also Burkert, Anthropologie des religiosen Opfers. Die
Sakralisierung der Gewalr, 16—18.

43. Burkert, Homo Necans, 82.

44. Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 153.

45. Emile Durkheim, “Individualism and the Intellectuals,” in Steven Lukes, “Durkheim’s
‘Individualism and the Intellectuals’.” Political Studies 17, no. 1 (1969): 14-30, 25: It must
be noted, with reference to Girard (I See Satan, 100), however, that Durkheim also doesn’t
recognize the kind of “insurmountable” difference that Girard maintains is there with regard
to archaic and Judeo-Christian religions. See also E. Tyler Graham, “The Danger of
Durkheim: Ambiguity in the Theory of Social Effervescence,” Religion 37, no. 1 (2007):
26-38.

46. Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 153; see Thomas Mann, Essays, vol. 5, Deutschland
und die Deutschen 1938—1945, ed. Hermann Kurzke und Stephan Stachorski (Frankfurt: S.
Fischer, 1996), 199: “The original and only actual sacrificial victim was the human victim.
What led to all this horror and stupidity? It’s there in Genesis, this moment, in the forlorn
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image of Isaac, the substitution for the animal. Here a man ordained by God branches from
an insipid ritual—from that place where God wants to take us and perhaps already is.”

47. Burkert, Homo Necans, 16, 20, 34, 37-38, 67, 7376, 220-221.

48. William A. Johnsen, Violence and Modernism. Ibsen, Joyce, and Woolf (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2003), 10—11.

49. Seren Kierkegaard, Der Begriff Angst. ed L. Richter, (Hamburg, Germany: Rowohlt,
1991), 90.

50. Walter Benjamin, Gesammelte Schriften, eds. Rolf Tiedeman and Hermann
Schweppenhiuser (Frankfurt am Main, Germany: Suhrkamp , 1991), Bd. VL, 56.

51. Burkert, Homo Necans (2nd ed., 1997), 340.

52. Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 125.

53. Burkert, Homo Necans, 338.

54. Burkert, Creation of the Sacred, 178—179.

55. Burkert, Anthropologie des religiosen Opfers. Die Sakralisierung der Gewalt, 41-42;
Renato 1. Rosaldo, “Anthropological Commentary,” in Violent Origins: Walter Burkert,
René Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation, ed. Robert
G. HamertonKelly (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1987), 239—44, 255.

56. Palaver, René Girards mimetische Theorie, 296-99.

57. Girard, “Mimetische Theorie und Theologie,” in Jozef Niewiadomski and Wolfgang
Palaver, Vom Fluch und Segen der Sunderbocke. Raymund Schwager zum 60.Geburtstag
(Saur, Austria: Kulterverlag, 1995), 27.

58. Aby Warburg, Tagebuch der Kulturwissenschaftlichen Bibliotech Warburg (Berlin:
Akademie Verlag, 2001), 498.

59. Warburg, Tagebuch, 498.

60. Thomas Assheuer, “Was ist Religion? René Girard widerspricht dem esoterischen
Zeitgeist,” Die Zeit, Nr. 43, October 18; 2007.



